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The Current Situation and Challenges faced
by Public Health Nurses’ in Areas Affected
by Torrential Rain Disaster

Toshinori KOGA ™', Kinuyo SAKAEDA ™', Naoko MASAKI ™

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to clarify the current status of disaster relief activities and issues to be addressed
in the future, based on the activities of public health nurses (middle-level public health nurses and public health
nurses working in communities and evacuation centers) in areas affected by heavy rain disaster. Semi-structured
interviews were conducted with eight administrative public health nurses in areas affected by torrential rain
disasters, and contents were analyzed using an integrated qualitative method. As a result, it was found that many
public health nurses felt that their workload increased both in responding to disasters and in their normal duties,
since the areas affected by torrential rain were often localized and the same health services operated as usual outside
the disaster areas. In addition, public health nurses have more opportunities to provide support to victims of natural
disasters such as those caused by torrential rain, and are more likely to receive logistical support based on their past
experiences, suggesting that it is important for them to gain experience in providing support even if their years of
experience are limited.
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