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A Note on Nursing Advocacy:

The Literature in Japan and Johnstone's View
Tutae ISHIMOTO*

Abstract:

Nurses have always been the closest to patients and have sought to practice humane nursing. As medicine has made
greater advances, however, nurses have had more and more difficulty in avoiding the danger of pursuing efficiency to the
extent that they forget to keep and promote patients' interests and well-being.

Based on my notes taken over several years, the paper discusses advocacy by summarizing the trends of the literature
here in Japan and introducing Johnstone's critical view on the concept. Though the number of papers on advocacy is in-
creasing in Japan,I argue that they are often beside the mark and superficial. And I sum up Johnstone's claim and main-
tain that advocacy is a valuable concept but vulnerable to philosophical criticism and sometimes even misleading.
Therefore the concept should not be accepted without questioning, and it is essential to recognize its philosophical and

ethical basis.
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nursing advocacy, role of nursing, medical technology
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