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Knowledge of Smoking among First-Year Students
in a Nursing College

Hiroshi KAWANE®

Abstract:

A survey of knowledge of smoking among first-year students at the fapancse Red Cross Hiroshima College of Nursing
was carried out in December, 2000. A total of 139 freshmen in the year 2000 class took a written test asking about knowl-
edge of smoking. It was modified from one of the questions from the 94th national examination for medical practitioners
given in March, 2000. The questions consisted of five matters ; the first two of which were concerning present smoking
status in Japan, the third, passive smoking, the fourth, constituents of tobacco smoke, and the last, the acute effect of
smoking. The percentage of students answering each question correctly was 51.8%, 79.9%, 61.9%, 66.2%, and 28.1%, re-
spectively. Only 7 students (5.0%) answered all questions correctly. The results showed poor knowledge of smoking
among the nursing students. It is suggested that giving a lecture on smoking and health at the orientation meeting for first-

year students is needed.
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