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The Feelings of Fathers toward Their Other Children
when One Child was Admitted to Hospital at Night

Kimiko TAGAWA *

Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to clarify fathers” feelings toward their other children when one child had an emergency
admission to hospital at night. Using a semi-structured interview, 8 consenting fathers were mterviewed. The feelings
expressed by these fathers may be categorized as follows:

1. Fathers became more aware of the sibling’s development. 2. They realized the importance of maintaining daily
routines. 3. they realized the importance of the mother’s role. 4. In the case of fathers looking after pre-school age
children, they could find pleasure in taking care of their children. 5. In the case of fathers looking after elementary school
age children, life went on as before with no apparent changes. 6. They became more aware of their child’s emotional
states and general well-being.

The study revealed that fathers believed that their child’s emergency admission to hospital, even for a short period of
time, would have both positive and negative effects on their other children, and that fathers were worried about disruption
to the thythm of their other children’s Hves. These findings suggest that nurses need to understand that, in cases of a

child’s emergency admission to hospital, fathers have strong feelings toward their other children.

Keywords:

Emergency admission , sibling, fathers” feelings
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