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Parenting and Parenting Support for Children
who Require Intensive Care while Living at Home:
A Review of the Literature

Yuko TANAKA, Hiroko NOGUCHI, and Machiko SUZUKT*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify current issues regarding parenting and parenting support for

children who reguire intensive care while living at home, 40 studies drawn from the Igaku Chuo Zasshi

archive (1983-2005) were analyzed. As a result, the following became clear.

1.

Parents have physical, mental and economic burdens in looking after children who require intensive care.
They need relief from these burdens, and they need support from the early stages of parenting In order
to enhance their preparedness for providing such care.

. Parenting actions consist of administering medical treatments, general daily care, coping in emergencies

and attending to the development of their children. Parents need support in order to develop their

knowledge and skills over and above those required for general parenting.

. Ag parents bring up children requiring intensive care, crises may arise in their family life and family

relationships. Parents need support to overcome these problems.

. Parents need a local support system to help bring up children who require intensive care at home,

however, useful and practical community-based resources are insufficient. It is therefore necessary to

construct and to use a local support system, and to train personnel who will offer such support.
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# The Japanese Red Cross Hiroshima College of Nursing




