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An Investigation into the need for Certified Programs
in Dysphasia Nursing

Ayako SAKODA, Miyuki MATSUBARA, Yuka MURATA*

Abstract:

The purpose of this research was to analyze educational needs for Certified Nurse Programs in Dysphasia Nursing
at Red Cross hospitals in Japan and at all hospitals in H. Prefecture. We collected data through two questionnaires;
the first addressed the current state of Certified Dysphasia Nursing programs in Red Cross Hospitals throughout
Japan, and the second regarding the current state of Certified Dysphasia Nursing programs in hospitals and facilities
throughout H. Prefecture. Firstly, of eighty-six Red Cross hospitals in Japan, only three offer Certified Dysphasia
Nursing programs. Sixty-eight Red Cross Hospitals (79%) expressed a wish to develop Certified Dysphasia Nursing
programs. At Red Cross Hospitals such specialist teams for eating and swallowing disorders totaled sixty-five (76%
of all Red Cross hospitals surveyed). These teams typically consisted of specialists in Nutrition Support, Mouth
Care, Rehabilitation of eating and swallowing, and others. Nursing managers in particular advocated the importance
of such professional education programs. Secondary, nursing managers in hospitals in H. Prefecture (103 facilities,
or 86.3%) responded that there was an increase in patients with eating and swallowing disorders. The hospitals
also expressed the need to have more Certified Dysphasia Nursing programs. There was no correlation between the
desire for such programs and the size of the hospital responding. According to this research, we conclude that it will

be highly beneficial to develop a Certified Nurse Program in Dysphasia Nursing for nurses in H. Prefecture.

Keywords:

Certified Nurse, dysphasia, eating and swallowing disorders, nursing education
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