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Lessons learned by nursing students in an operating
room practicum

Nami IKEDA* !, Takeshi HYAKUTA * ?, Kikuko UEDA *?

Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to clarify lessons learned by nursing students in an operating room
practicum, and examine practicum instruction methods. We analyzed the records of an operating room
practicum involving 30 students, and identified the following lessons: “understanding the operating room
environment,” “effects related to surgery,” “the role of operating room nurses,” and “relationships of
operating room nurses” . After conducting semi-structured interviews with nine students, we identified the
following aspects of relationships maintained by operating room nurses: “relationships based on respect for

"«

the subject,” “relationships based on understanding the subject's feelings,” “relationships leading to the

” o« "«

growth of the subject,” “the short duration of relationships with subjects,” “relationship aimed at safety and
comfort,” and “relationships with subjects who have difficulties communicating verbally.” Students
understood the characteristics of patients in operating room nursing, as well as the aims and methods of
nursing support, and verbalized their views of human caring based on experience. Our findings underscore
the necessity of practicum instructors to engage students in a way that creates higher-quality perioperative

nursing care based on an understanding of treatment as it relates to the pathophysiological state.
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nursing students, operating room practicum, relationships of operating room nurse
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