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Reproducibility of OSCE Assessments Performed
Before Adult Nursing Practicum for Second Year
College Students: The Effect of Different Evaluators
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Abstract

Purpose: The present study aimed to reveal how the reproducibility of OSCE (Objective Structured Clinical
Examination) assessments performed before a practicum was affected by a change in evaluator.

Methods: Two evaluators performed 14-point assessments for a single student, and a kappa statistic was calculated for
each assessment item. Interpretation was based on Feinstein’s (1985) criteria.

Results: Subjects of analyses included 19 pairs of evaluators and 109 students. Evaluator assessments exhibited

ELINT3

‘substantial reproducibility’ for the assessment items “checking for bends and blockages in the IV route,” “adjusting

9 < LEINTY

the number of drops,” “maintenance of subject environment,” “observation of the insertion site before and after,” and
“reporting to leader.” ‘Slight reproducibility’ was observed for the item “explanation to subjects.”

Conclusion: The assessment items with “substantial reproducibility” evaluated whether or not students had confirmed
or monitored something. The item with “slight reproducibility” pertained to explanations to patients. Future research is

necessary to refine the OSCE questions with regard to appropriate content and assessment method.
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OSCE, Reproducibility, Kappa Statistic
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