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Current Status and Issues of training and the use of
simulated patients (SPs) at Nursing Universities

Motoe NAKAMURA", Ayumi YAMASAKI",
Satomi WATANABE", Kanae SUZUKI", Naoko MASAKI"

Abstract:

We designed custom-made anonymous questionnaire surveys to clarify the training status of simulated patients
(hereafter, SPs) and the impact of using SPs in university nursing education. In the first survey (Survey 1), we
assessed the training status and use/non-use of SPs at 217 member schools of the Japan Association of Nursing
Programs in Universities. The second survey (Survey 2) queried how SPs were used in classes taught by the
university nursing faculty who provided consent for study participation in Survey 1. Responses were obtained
from 84 schools (response rate, 38.7%). Of the 53% of these universities at which SPs were used, SP training
was reportedly conducted at 36.4%. Use of SPs was most common in the third year, with uses in practicums and
tests accounting for 77.2% and 21.5%, respectively. Within practicums, the most common usage of SPs was for
communication (59.6%). Of the 20 “skills for practicing nursing at the undergraduate level and achievement targets
at graduation” (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology, 2011) comprising 5 groups, the
skills developed the most and least by SP usage were “Group I: human care” (80.7%) and “Group 4: establishing the
care environment and team system” (10.4%), respectively. The mean assessment score for the three Group 2 skills
was low (18.7%), although 48.4% selected them as skills that might be developed with the use of SPs.
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