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Students’ Awareness of Personal Growth and
Challenges as a result of Pre-Graduation OSCE
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Abstract:

This study sought to assess awareness of the growth achieved and challenges faced by nursing students
undertaking pre-graduation Objective Structured Clinical Observation (OSCE). Data was collected through an
anonymous questionnaire, which was administered to all students in the 4th year of ‘A’ college. A descriptive
data analysis was carried out. Eight items related to the ‘growth’ category and ten items related to the category of
‘challenges’ were identified.

The four items most commonly referred to in each category are listed in order of response rate. With regard to
growth, students referred to (i) ability to communicate as a professional; (ii) the ability to plan one’s workload; (iii)
the ability to control one’s nervousness; and (iv) increased self-awareness through reflection.

With regard to challenges, students referred to: (i) ability to maintain patient’s safety and comfort; (ii) difficulty
in observing and obtaining information from patients who were difficult to understand; (iii) ability to deal with
sensitive issues and feelings; and (iv) ability to form mutual relationships through communication.

These results demonstrate that pre-graduation OSCE enabled students to clarify the challenges that faced them,

while also making them aware of the growth that they had already achieved over the previous four years.

Keywords:
pre-graduation OSCE, growth, challenges
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