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Competencies required by new visiting nurses
to make a visit without assistance

— A comparison of attitudes among new home-visiting nurses and nurse managers —

Miyuki MATSUBARA?*, Naoko MASAKT*

Abstract:

Objective: To compare the attitudes of new home-visiting nurses and nurse managers employed by a visiting
nursing station concerning the level of competencies required by a new home-visiting nurse to make a visit without
assistance.

Method: We conducted an anonymous self-administered questionnaire with 60 consenting new home-visiting
nurses and 56nurse managers working for 56 visiting nursing station.

Results: The overall collection rate was 75.8% (88 responses) and we analyzed the valid responses of 43 new
home-visiting nurses and 41 nurse managers. There were significant differences between the new home-visiting
nurses and nurse managers in terms of their perceived need for competencies relating to cooperation within their
own organization, medical procedures, support for patients and their families, coordination with other professions,
support at the time of disaster and home-based management of infections. Specifically, a higher percentage of new
home-visiting nurses responded that these competencies were necessary than their manager counterparts.

Discussion: Our study demonstrated that new home-visiting nurses perceived the need for a wider range of
competencies than those deemed necessary by nurse managers. This finding highlights the need to train new home-

visiting nurses based on an understanding of how their attitudes differ from those of nurse managers.

Keywords:

new home-visiting nurse, competency, visiting nursing
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