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Current state of and challenges in guidance provided
to students by pediatric nursing practicum instructors

Mie YAMAMURA", Akiko TAKEKURA™, Kayo MIZUKANE", Yu YANAGISAWA™

Abstract:

This study was conducted to elucidate the difficulties perceived by instructors during guidance for nursing college
students in a pediatric nursing practicum and the challenges faced by the instructors based on the current state of
guidance relevant to these difficulties. The participants were eight instructors in a pediatric nursing practicum who
were interviewed and whose interview data were qualitatively and inductively analyzed. The analysis revealed eight
categories for difficulties perceived by instructors and eight categories for the current state of guidance provided by
instructors. These categories showed that pediatric nursing practicum instructors believed it is necessary to wait for
students to deepen over time their thinking of matters including their understanding of disease and the significance
of care. However, in order to offer students guidance amidst the rapid development of acute diseases and the short
practical training period, instructors were found to practice guidance with an awareness of a relational approach that
anticipates the recovery status and discharge of pediatric patients from the point at which these patients are assigned
to the students’ care. The findings of this study identified a need to investigate the nature of practical training

systems at universities with consideration to the characteristics of pediatric wards.
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pediatric nursing practicum, instructor, difficulty
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