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Nurse educators’ perceptions of the practical
competency required by new visiting nurses for home-
care visits without assistance and factors influencing

their perception formation

Miyuki MATSUBARA "', Naoko MASAKI"', Mika NAGAO™, Mieko NAKAGAMI™,
Toshinori KOGA™', Kinuyo SAKAEDA™', Natsumi IMADA™'

Abstract:

Objective: Nurse educators at visiting nursing stations form perceptions of the practical competency required
by new visiting nurses in order to make home-care visits without assistance. We aimed to investigate the formation
of such perceptions and the factors influencing perception formation. Method: We targeted 204 nurse educators
who consented to participation and were employed at visiting nursing stations in the Chugoku and Shikoku regions
of Japan. These nurse educators were surveyed using an anonymous, self-administered questionnaire. Results:
Responses were received from 158 educators (77.5%), and 121 responses (76.6%) were selected for analysis. A high
proportion of responding nurse educators perceived practical competency in the following areas as necessary for
“new visiting nurses can be quite practiced”: safe transfer to the visit destination by new visiting nurses, and risk
management for achieving safe care provision carried out by the new visiting nurses themselves while consulting
with colleagues. Factors affecting the formation of perceptions of practical competency were the presence of a
clinical ladder and a new-visiting-nurse training program in the training system, the new-visiting-nurse training
manual, referring to the opinions of staff members and team nursing. Discussion: For new visiting nurses to acquire
the necessary practical competency, their nurse educators should understand the relevant skills and provide support.
Nurse educators’ perception formation is influenced by the training program and manual, and assessment indicators

for practical competency. Improving these areas will thus enhance the quality of support for new visiting nurses.
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