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Disaster Nursing; A New Perspective on Implementation

Lina Sison-Tan, RN"

The Philippines is one of the top five high-risk
countries in the world that experiences natural
disasters such as earthquakes, flash floods,
mudslides, typhoons, and volcanic eruptions.
According to the United Nations Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), the Philippines
was fourth in the world among countries hit by
the highest number of disasters over the past 20
years. On average, 18 to 20 tropical storms enter
Philippine waters each year, with 8 or 9 of those
storms making landfall (Kubota & Chan, 2009).
Moreover, the Philippines is situated on the “Ring
of Fire” and has a number of active volcanoes
that periodically threaten their immediate
vicinities (Oppenheimer, 1991).

The Philippine Red Cross being the foremost
humanitarian organization in the country aims to
alleviate human sufferings in every phase of
disasters, thus expanding the network of human
resources and building the capacity of responders
including healthcare workers, particularly nurses,
have been given priority.

The Disaster Nursing Program of the PRC has
long been implemented and offered to academic
and other nursing institutions.

Since the program’s existence there have been
a lot of internal and external challenges and
opportunities. Even the existing curriculum of the
Basic Disaster Nursing course also needs revisions
and a need for development of a new curriculum

for an advance course is also identified.

The high demand for healthcare services
during disasters and emergencies is directly
proportional to the need for healthcare services
which will need the expertise of specialized
healthcare providers like disaster nurses.

Despite the fact that disasters have been a
trend in the Philippines, mobilizing nurses during
disasters and emergencies still pose challenges.

The disaster nursing project between the
Philippine Red Cross, University of the Philippines
Manila and the Japanese Red Cross Project aims
to overcome the challenges and further promote
the implementation of the course within the
country through institutionalization of the
Disaster Nursing courses.

Challenges identified has been collected from
PRC service delivery reports, Technical Working
Group meetings, different secondary data from
different news articles and academic research,
both from public and private institutions like the
Commission on Higher Education and the
Philippine Nurses Association.

The decreasing number of nursing enrollees
and the decreasing global demand for nurses has
high impact in the implementation of Disaster
Nursing in the Philippines.

For graduate and professional nurses, if
Disaster Nursing course is seen as an elective
course and not as a requirement it would not be
given priority for capacity development.

Lastly, the lack of research studies focusing on
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disaster nursing will hamper plans that could
further develop the implementation of the
program.

Despite the challenges in the implementation of
Disaster Nursing, the Philippine Red Cross still
believes in the importance of the course. The
partnership with the University of the Philippines
Manila and Japanese Red Cross Academy aims to
pave the way for strengthening Disaster Nursing
implementation in the Philippines through
institutionalization of the course both at the
academic and professional level. This partnership
not only aims to enhance Disaster Nursing
implementation in the Philippines but also

worldwide by sharing implementation strategies,

methodologies and research studies to serve as a

basis for better programming.
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