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The University of the Philippines College of
Nursing (UPCN) was conceived through a thesis
presented to the Division of Biological Sciences,
University of Chicago, by Miss Julita V. Sotejo
entitled, “A University School of Nursing in the
University of the Philippines” on April 9, 1948.
The first academic offerings of UPCN in 1948
were the baccalaureate program, Bachelor of
Science in Nursing (BSN), the Masters Program in
1955, and the PhD in Nursing (College of Nursing
Catalogue of Information, 1996).

Being the premiere nursing education institution in
the country, the College of Nursing is committed to
deliver the quality nursing education every Filipino
nursing student deserves. A few of the achievements
and opportunities for the College of Nursing to
further expand and enhance the curriculum,
particularly in its implementation, include:

e World Health Organization Collaborating
Center (WHOCC) for leadership in Nursing
Development, Western Pacific Region;
Primary Health Care from 1989 - 2004.

e Commission on Higher Education Center of
Excellence in Nursing Education.

e Secretariat, Asia Pacific Emergency and
Disaster Nursing Network, 2012 - 2015.

The competency-based framework has been the
major approach to curricular design in the BSN
Program of the College of Nursing since 1978
(UPCN SKA, 2006). The framework in an educational
program ensures a systematic approach to
developing and enhancing competence in nursing
practice (at the beginning nurse level in both
hospital and community), and beginning opportunities

for nursing research, leadership and management.

Part of the implementation of the curriculum is to
provide opportunities for students to experience
settings in which they will demonstrate the
expected competencies found in the framework. The
following are the partner institutions that help
develop the competency of the students:

e Philippine General Hospital - the primary
training-teaching hospital of the UPCN. PGH
is one of the units of the UP Manila.

* Dr. Jose Fabella Memorial Hospital — the National
Referral Center for Maternal and Child Care

¢ National Center for Mental Health - special
training and research hospital for mental health

* Research Institute for Tropical Medicine -
research facility for health advancement and

medical research.

The BSN Curriculum for UPCN is also a
community-oriented curriculum, wherein students
are exposed to community as they provide care to
different types of clients; the individual, the family,
population group and the community. Almost all
clinical courses in the program have community
counterparts or components and in their last year
in the program, students are expected to live with

the community for an intensive nursing experience.

One legacy of the college performance is its
record of maintaining a 100% passing rate in the
Philippine Nurse Licensure Exam since the college
first participated in the curriculum implementation
of the BSN Program. This is one of the major
factors that helped the college in achieving its
goals and objectives, while remaining true to its
commitment of honor, excellence and heroism in
the delivery of quality nursing education in the

country and in the region.

*  Assistant Professor and Head, Teaching Program
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