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BAFMFEIN 1I2BU 5 FHIH

Shifting On-Campus Practicum Initiatives
in Gerontological Nursing Accompanying
the Spread of COVID-19

— Practicum in Gerontological Nursing I (Long-Term care) —

Hiroko YAMAMOTO", Motoe NAKAMURA®, Shingo KISHITA"
Kayoko SASAKI®, Takeshi HYAKUTA"

Abstract:

The aim of the gerontological nursing practicum (long-term care) program conducted in a student’s second
semester of the 3rd year at our college is to cultivate an understanding of the elderly living in various settings
and the specialized nature of nursing that takes into consideration interprofessional work. Due to the spread of
COVID-19 in 2020, the practicum program was modified to incorporate both on-site and on-campus practicums.
As practicum objectives remained the same as those for on-site practicums, alternative practicum methods were
devised accordingly. For on-campus practicums, an understanding of the specialized nature of nursing and the
elderly was achieved through elderly resident simulations at geriatric health services facilities. However, there were
limitations to observational skill training of students, due to challenges that emerged in the simulated case settings.
With regard to student understanding of long-term care insurance service and interprofessional work, questions from
on-line practicum instructors seemed to be as effective as on-site practicums, the latter of which was based on study
materials provided by nursing teachers in meeting the learning objectives. This highlights the need to devise ways to
incorporate on-demand and on-line resources and collaborate with practicum instructors so that learning is achieved

through the independent actions of students and through reflection on their subjective experiences.
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